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In Mark 13, as we saw last week, Jesus encourages and exhorts His followers 

as to how they should prepare for the last days and how our greatest concern 

must not be when the end will come but how to live until then.  

 

Last week I urged you to take to heart Jesus message to not be discouraged 

by persecution or detracted by imposters—they will come—but remain 

watchful and obedient to advancing the gospel until Christ returns. Today as 

we conclude Mark 13, Jesus calls us to be on the alert, actively ready for His 

return.  
 

When we take a close look at this passage, we conclude that it contains apocalyptic language, but as a 

whole it is an exhortation. 7 times Jesus exhorts us to be vigilant (vs. 5, 9, 13, 23, 33, 35, 37). 

And so I am going to exhort you with five reasons to be on the alert and 

ready for Christ’s return:  

1) We must be on the alert because Jesus will come again in great 

power and glory (24-26).  

[vs. 24-26]Note that these verses come on the heels of a warning in 

vs. 21-23 where Jesus tells us not to believe the false prophets and 

imposters who come claiming to be the Christ. Naturally, the 

question would then follow, how shall we know when Christ Himself 

returns? Vs. 24-26 identify the 2
nd

 coming of Christ as unmistakable. 

It will be cosmic in magnitude and cataclysmic in intensity. Vs. 24: 

“The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light, and 

the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers that are in the 

heavens will be shaken.” 

In the days when Mark wrote his gospel, it was believed by many 

that the stars and heavenly hosts represented deities who 

controlled human affairs.
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preeminence and supremacy of Christ as sovereign over all powers 

more convincingly than for the sun, moon, and stars to tremble and 

give way at His coming? How could the universe maintain its 

equilibrium when its Creator and Sustainer interrupts His created 

system with an overwhelming surge of His power.  

Vs. 26: “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 

great power and glory.” In the OT clouds often symbolized the 

manifestation of God’s presence and glory. Jesus Himself will come 

displaying His full glory as God Himself. He is the true temple where 

God’s presence and glory is manifested.  

For many this picture of total cosmic collapse at the sudden 

unveiling of Christ in His infinite power and glory will be met with 

terror. But not for the believer! When I read of the heavens 

convulsing at His coming, I do not feel dread but hopeful 

expectation and joy. I count these verses precious like a bride 

cherishes her ring and how her heart leaps for joy when she hears 

the trumpet fanfare and the doors are opened to present her to her 

love.  This brings us to our second reason to be alert… 

2) We must be on the alert because His coming will climax our 

redemption (27).  

 

[vs. 27] Notice that 27 depicts the fulfillment of vs. 10 where Jesus 

said that before the end “the gospel must first be preached to all 

the nations.” Now in vs 27 at the time of Christ’s return believers 

are in every remote corner of the world. Some of them have gone 

risking and sacrificing their lives to take the gospel to the nations;  

some have been driven their by persecution. But when Christ 

returns, we will be reunited, gathered together with Him as our 

reward! In vs. 27 is vindication, joy, relief, and reward! Outwardly 

we may experience the jolting of cosmic tremors, but inwardly the 

peace and joy for our King and Bridegroom who has returned for us!  

 



The elect in vs. 27 are those who have been chosen by God (elect 

means “chosen ones”) to “receive the love of the truth so as to be 

saved” (2 Thess 2:10). The elect are not just those who have heard 

or even those who know and understand who Christ is and what He 

has done. They are those whose hearts have been converted so as 

love Christ and to love His gospel. The base desires of their hearts 

have been changed so that what they cherish most is Christ and His 

grace.  

 

One of the things that’s brought to light in the 2
nd

 coming of Christ 

is that all things, all creation, finds is purpose and climax in Christ 

and therefore those who have been redeemed out of the rebellion 

of sin have no greater joy and reward than to be with Him. 

Colossians 1:15 says that “by Him [Christ] all things were created, 

both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been 

created through Him and for Him.” That is, all things and people find 

their ultimate purpose in Christ. In Mark 13 we see that all history is 

moving to a singular point; not an event, but a person—Christ. And 

so, those who have been rescued out of their rebellion of sin find 

their joy and reward in being reunited and gather together with 

Christ like a bride to her bridge-groom.  

 

3) We must be on the alert because His return is certain (28-31).  

[vs. 28-32] The analogy here is that there are certain signs that 

spring has begun and summer is near. However, we don’t know how 

long spring will keep us waiting till summer actually arrives. We get 

this in MN, don’t we! What we call spring can actually be long and 

tumultuous. But none the less we know that the coming of summer 

is certain.  

Earlier in vs. 8, Jesus used the analogy of labor pains. Once labor 

begins, a mother knows that she has entered the beginning of the 

end of that pregnancy, but she has no idea whether the labor will 

last 40 minutes or 40 hours—just that the end is certain.  

The point that Jesus is making is that labor has begun. Or we might 

say, we are living in the springtime. We don’t know when the last 

times will culminate with His 2nd coming but we know that the last 

days have begun. We are living somewhere between the beginning 

of the end and the end of the end.  

How do we know that that last days have actually begun? In vs. 29-

30 Jesus says, [vs 29-30]. What are “these things” that signify the 

beginning of spring or the beginning of labor? “These things” in vs. 

29-30 refer to “these things” in vs 4—the destruction of the temple 

which took place in AD 70. So Jesus is saying, that when the temple 

is destroyed, the end times have already begun and they will finally 

end with the second coming of Christ. So when you see the temple 

destroyed in your life time, know for certain that the beginning of 

the end has begun—a time when you can expect imposters, 

national disasters, and severe persecution leading up to a great 

tribulation. But live in the hope and expectancy that my return is 

certain. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not 

pass away” (vs. 31).   

4) We must be on the alert because we don’t know the precise 

moment of His return (32-33).  

 

[vs. 32-33] There are two things to keep in mind as we consider the 

last days. On the one hand we are told that we are to be ready at all 

times for His return, and on the other hand, we are told that certain 

events or “signs” will happen before His return. For example, the 

gospel is to be preached to all nations, there will be a time great 

tribulation, and the man of lawlessness will appear to deceive many.  

 

These signs were given to us so that we would not be surprised, or 

caught off guard, by such remarkable events. They serve to guard 

our hearts from potential disillusionment and deception while at 



the same time to intensify our expectancy of Christ’s return. Take 

note that our readiness or Christ’s return has more to do with the 

disposition of our hearts than with the precise timing of the 

moment. This is highlighted by the fact that vs. 32 says not even 

Jesus knew the precise day or hour of His return. Apparently, it was 

not a detail that the Father saw necessary to reveal to His Son 

during His time on earth
2
—neither it should be our primary 

concern, but only to be ready to meet Christ whether by death or by 

His coming.    

 

5) We must be on the alert to be found faithful to the end (34-37).  

[vs. 34-37] Three times in these final verses Jesus commands/warns 

us to be on the alert. Imbedded in those warnings is the analogy of 

a doorkeeper who is to be ever ready for his master’s return. The 

point Jesus is making is that our confidence of His imminent return 

should never cause us to suspend our duties, but rather infuse us 

with urgency to keep on working for the kingdom. We want to be 

found faithful—not sleeping—when He returns.  

The big question then is, what does it mean to be ready?  

What does it mean to on the alert as we await Christ’s return?  

In Mark 13… 

� The one who is alert and ready for Christ’s return is the one who is 

devoted to the Master’s mission—to take the gospel to all nations, 

including our neighbors (vs. 34, 10).   

� The one who is alert and ready for Christ’s return is guarding His 

heart and mind against deception (vs. 5). So let the Word of Christ 

richly dwell within you (Col 3:16).  

� The one who is alert and ready for Christ’s return is resisting fear 

and worry with growing faith when his faith is tested (vs. 7, 11).  
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� The one who is alert and ready for Christ’s return is the one who 

perseveres under tribulation [vs 13].  

Ultimately, all of these demonstrations of being alert and ready for Christ to 

return are the result of a fundamental change of heart to love the truth. In 

other words, we won’t really be passionate about the gospel (enough to be 

part of the mission), we won’t be giving our hearts and minds to the Word 

of God, we won’t be persevering under trials and growing in our faith 

without a radical transformation of our hearts to love the truth of all that 

Christ is and is about.  

In 2 Thessalonians 2, the apostle Paul also warns us about the last days 

when we will need to withstand the powerful deception of the antichrist. [2 

Thess 2:1-12].  

With such days of testing and deception before us, it is not enough for a 

person to have simply heard the gospel. It is not enough for a person to 

even know or understand the gospel—even if they grew up in a Christian 

home and went to a gospel-loving church. It’s not a matter of what we know 

or merely confess with our mouths. It’s a matter of what we love. Vs 10 

clearly states that many will be deceived and perish “because they did not 

receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.” 

I have deep concern for those in the church who range from occasional 

attenders to fully involved yet don’t display a heart that has been 

transformed to love the truth of Christ and His gospel. 

But when we love Him supremely and it shows in our devotion to the 

gospel, in our hunger for the Word, and our ability to persevere because of 

Christ’s love for us, then we can be confident that we are ready for His 

return.  

How is God speaking to you today?  

Are you ready to meet Christ?  

Are you living out of a changed heart? Your status before God is not based on what do or have done, but 

where your love is anchored.  


